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Welcome to The Gospel Story Bible. We hope this book 
opens up the stories of the Bible in a way that captures 
your children’s attention and fosters a love for God’s 
Word that will remain with them for the rest of their 
lives. This Bible storybook focuses on the same Scripture 
passages used in the Gospel Story children’s ministry cur-
riculum. Thus it serves as a storybook Bible for parents 
at home and a book of Bible stories in the classroom  
as well.

Most Bible stories unfold over multiple chapters. The 
ten plagues of Egypt, for instance, are described in the 
course of five chapters of Exodus. That’s too long to read 
to a younger child in one sitting. Other stories are told in 
more than one book of the Bible. Each one tells the story 
from a different perspective and often includes unique 
details. Read about the birth of Jesus only from the book 
of Luke and you will miss the wise men; read it only from 
Matthew and your children won’t hear about the shep-
herds in the fields. Combining these details into one story 
gives you the complete picture.

It is possible to simplify Bible stories so much that you 
edit out important gospel connections to God’s larger 
plan of salvation. In The Gospel Story Bible, we’ve set out 
to preserve this theological detail by ending each story 

with a short commentary, designed to connect events in 
the story to God’s larger redemptive plan. Old Testament 
stories point forward to Jesus. New Testament stories 
point to the cross. The goal is to thread each of the 156 
Bible stories like beads on the silk thread of the gospel, 
creating one picture with them all.

To fill out this larger picture of God’s redemption, 
Bible stories were included from the New Testament 
Epistles. By combining events as described in the book of 
Acts with the teaching from the New Testament letters, 
the history of the early church comes alive.

As is true in any Bible storybook, we had to skip over 
“good” portions of a Bible story to get to the “best” parts, 
so reading the Bible itself with your children is still very 
important. If you read a Bible story from this book first, 
it will help your child understand the story more easily. 
Then, if you wish, you can follow up another day and 
read a portion of the same story directly from Scripture. 
To help you, we’ve included the Bible references within 
the stories and each one lists the larger passages of Scrip-
ture on which the story is based.

We hope that this storybook introduces the Bible to 
your children in a way that creates a hunger and thirst for 
God’s eternal Word.

Introduction
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I owe a debt of gratitude to my wife Lois and to Jared 
Mellinger, who read through each story and offered their 
critique, and to my editor, Sue Lutz, for the careful, pa-
tient, transforming effort she put into this project.

As is the case with any children’s book, the illustra-
tions form a critical component. I would like to thank 
Anne Macha for the wonderful illustrations she created. 

I love Anne’s use of line work to create textures and pat-
terns that are showcased in the stars  over Abraham, the 
steam flowing from Jacob’s pot of stew, and the sky spi-
raling around the crucifixion. A huge thank you to our 
veteran art director, Matt Nowicki, who helped Anne on 
this project, transforming the look of this book with his 
creative infusion of color.

I am also indebted to the New Growth Press team:  
Karen Jacklin Teears for her artistic eye and commitment 
to excellence and Barbara Miller Juliani for her valuable  
management of this project. The retelling of these won-
derful Bible stories just would not be possible without 
these folks.
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A resource like The Gospel Story Bible can be used in 
many ways for a wide variety of audiences. Here are a few 
suggestions.

As A storybook for your 
 preschooler

Read the story, and then ask simple questions as you 
point to the illustrations. For example, point to a char-
acter and ask, “Who is this?” When your children guess 
correctly, celebrate their answer and follow up to see if 
they remember what the character did.

As A devotionAl for your young  

 grAde school student

Start on Monday by reading the next story in The Gos-
pel Story Bible to your children. Then, on each following 
day, Tuesday through Friday, read your children a portion 
of the story from the Bible itself. In the case of a New 
Testament letter, you might read portions of the letter 
each day.

in the clAssroom

The Gospel Story children’s ministry curriculum indi-

cates when to read the appropriate story from The Gospel 
Story Bible. Sit down on a chair and invite the children to 
gather around you so they can see the illustrations as you 
read. When you finish the story, go over the listed ques-
tions with your children and invite their comments on 
the illustrations by asking them who they see or what is 
happening in the picture.

By combining these tips with your own creativity, 
you’ll foster a love for the gospel story in your family 
or classroom. No matter how you use The Gospel Story 
Bible, we hope it will draw you and your children more 
closely to God and his Word.

using the illustrAtions And  

 Questions

Each illustration is designed to bring the story to life, 
and the questions, in the “Let’s Talk About It” section, 
are there to help you interact with your child about the 
gospel. The human figures are intentionally left with-
out color, so that all children can imagine themselves 
in the story. In the last illustration, a picture of people 
from every tribe and nation worshiping around God’s 
throne, the human figures are filled in with different 
colors to illustrate the diversity of God’s family. 
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God’s gospel story starts at the very beginning, when there 
was nothing at all. Nothing at all is hard for us to understand 
because we have to start with something when we create. 
But God didn’t start with light, or the clay of the earth, or 
even invisible air. God started with absolutely nothing at all. 
God spoke into the nothingness and created the heavens and 
the earth. Then he spoke out and commanded, “‘Let there 
be light,’ and there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good” (Genesis 1:3–4). God made the daytime and God 
made the nighttime on that first day. 

On the second day God created the sky and the heavens 
above. When God spoke, it happened, just as he wanted. 
One second it wasn’t there, and the next second it was!

On the third day God created the dry land. That 
was the day God made the ground we walk on. He 
commanded the earth to sprout all kinds of green 
plants. That was the day all the grass, bushes, and trees 
were created by God. God looked at the water, the  
earth, the sky, and all the green plants, and he saw that it 
was good. 

On the fourth day God said, “Let there be stars in the 
heavens,” and the stars appeared. God designed them to 
sparkle in the night sky and mark the different days and sea-
sons and years. God made the two great lights: the moon 
to light up the night, and the sun to light up the day. God 
looked at the water, the earth with its plants, the sky, the 

God Creates the World
S t o r y  1

G e n e S i S  1 : 1 — 2 5

Let's Tal k About It!
What was the first thing God made?

What did God make the world out of?

What is your favorite part of God’s creation?

planets, the stars, the moon and the sun and saw that it all 
was good. 

On the fifth day God filled the waters and the sky with 
life. He made all the living creatures of the sea, from the 
smallest fish to the largest whale. He created all the birds, like 
sparrows and eagles and ostriches and doves. God made each 
one special and he saw that all of it was good. God blessed 
the fish of the sea and the birds of the sky and commanded 
them to have lots of little babies so that they could fill all the 
oceans and the whole sky. 

On the sixth day God said, “Let the earth bring forth 
living creatures according to their kinds” (Genesis 1:24). 
God made the creeping things, like spiders and bugs, and 
all the animals that walk on the ground, from the smallest 
mouse to the greatest beast of the earth. And God saw that 
it was good. 

Later in God’s gospel story, we learn one special thing 
from the apostle Paul. Paul wrote that God the Son, who 
became Jesus, created all that we see. “All things were created 
through him and for him” (Colossians 1:16). That means 
that God the Father, God the Holy Spirit, and God the 
Son were all involved in the creation of the earth—and they 
made it out of absolutely nothing! The next time you go for 
a walk on a beach or through a forest, look closely at some-
thing God made and you will see just how wonderful it is. 
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On the sixth day of creation God said, “Let us make man 
in our image” (Genesis 1:26). This is special because out 
of all of God’s creation only human beings were made in 
the image of God. God formed the first human being—a 
man—out of the dust of the ground. Then God breathed 
on him and the man came alive! God called the man Adam. 
He planted a very special garden for Adam to live in, a place 
called Eden. The garden was beautiful, with rivers and trees. 
One special tree was called the Tree of Life, and another tree 
was called the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. God 
told Adam to take care of the garden, and he spent time with 
him there. God told Adam he could eat from every tree that 
grew in the garden but one. If Adam ate from the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, he would die. 

But God wasn’t finished creating yet. God said, “It is not 
good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help-
er fit for him” (Genesis 2:18). Adam needed someone like 
him to be his best friend, his helper, and his partner. God 
brought all kinds of animals for Adam to name, but none of 
them were like Adam to be his helper. So God caused Adam 
to fall into a deep sleep. While Adam was sleeping, God took 
out one of his ribs and formed it into a woman. This means 
that the woman was made from Adam’s body. They couldn’t 
be closer, yet they were different from each other too. 

When Adam woke up and saw the woman, he was very 
happy! Now he wasn’t alone any longer. Finally he had a 
helper and a friend! Adam called her Woman because she 
was made from his own body. Together they became the 

very first married couple. God blessed them and told them 
to fill the whole earth with their children and to rule over all 
the rest of God’s creation. God gave them the green plants 
and the fruits of the trees for food. Then God looked at all 
that he created and saw that it was very good. 

That is how the heavens and the earth, the water and sky, 
and everything that fills them were created. When God was 
finished, on the seventh day, he rested from his work. 

Did you know that the creation is so amazing that just 
one look at it, in all its wonder, tells us that God is real and 
powerful? King David once said, “The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork” 
(Psalm 19:1). The apostle Paul said that God’s creation is so 
amazing that no one can doubt that God is real. Ever since 
the very beginning of the world, we can see that God is pow-
erful just by looking at the things he made (Romans 1:19–
20). The high point—the best part—of God’s creation was 
when he made human beings. All of creation reflects God’s 
glory in its beauty, but human beings are actually created in 
God’s image. This means that people are the only creatures 
who can live and act like God. We can read God’s Word and 
speak God’s Word, and pray to our God. We can write po-
ems, create pictures, and do countless other things that none 
of the animals can do. But the most important difference 
between us and the animals is that we can be in a relation-
ship with God as one of his sons or daughters!

God Creates Man & Woman
S t o r y  2

G e n e S i S  1 : 2 6 — 2 : 2 5

Let's Tal k About It!
What name did God give to the man?

What animals do you see in the picture?

What makes man and woman different from the animals?
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The wonderful times that the man and the woman en-
joyed, living with God in the Garden of Eden, didn’t last 
very long at all. Satan came into the garden in the form of a 
serpent who wanted to trick them. He went to the woman 
and tempted her to eat the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil. That was the only tree God said they should 
not eat from. If they did, they would die. But the serpent 
lied to the woman. He said, “You won’t really die. What 
God said isn’t true. What will really happen is that you will 
become like God.” The woman believed Satan’s lie. She dis-
obeyed God, took some of the fruit, and ate it. She made a 
terrible decision when she disobeyed God. Then, to make it 
even worse, she gave some fruit to Adam, who was with her. 
He ate it and disobeyed God too. 

As soon as they realized what they had done, Adam and 
his wife were ashamed. They took some leaves and tried to 
make clothes for themselves to cover their nakedness. Later 
on, when God came walking in the garden, they were afraid 
and tried to hide from him. But you can’t hide from God 
and you can’t hide your sin from God. God went after Adam 
and asked him why he disobeyed. Adam didn’t have a very 
good answer. He blamed his wife. And when God asked the 
woman why she disobeyed, she blamed the serpent. 

God cursed the serpent for what he had done. Then God 
told the woman that there would be bad consequences for 
disobeying him. Now it would be painful when she had ba-
bies. And instead of getting along happily with her husband, 
she would want to rule over him. It would be hard for them 
to get along. God put a curse on the ground and told Adam 
that from now on, farming would be hard work. The weeds 
would fight against him. God also said that one day they 
would return to the dust of the ground. That meant that 
Adam and his wife would die. That’s what God had said 
would happen, right from the beginning. God was the one 
who had told them the truth, not the serpent. 

This was a very sad day. God sent the first two people out 
of the garden he had made for them and placed an angel on 
guard to keep them out. But in the midst of the sadness, God 
gave them a great hope. When God was cursing the serpent, 
he said that someday the woman would have children and 
one of her children would crush the serpent’s head! Satan 
would be defeated. When Adam heard that promise and un-
derstood that they would live to have children, he gave his 
wife the name Eve. This name meant that she would be the 
mother of everyone who would ever live. 

Did you know that God gave Adam and Eve some clothes 
made of animal skins to cover their nakedness? There was a 
secret promise in those first clothes. To make them, God had 
to sacrifice an animal. That pointed to the day in the future 
when Jesus, God’s only Son, would be born into the world. 
He would come as a son in the family of Adam—a far, far 
off great-grandchild of Adam and Eve. Jesus would die on 
the cross and be punished for the sin of Adam and those 
who would trust in him, so they could once again be in a 
relationship with God. And Jesus would be the one to defeat 
Satan, just as God said.

Adam & Eve 
Disobey God

S t o r y  3

G e n e S i S  3 : 1 — 2 4

Let's Tal k About It!
Why is Eve outside the garden?

Where is Adam?

What is Eve wearing and who gave it to her?
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