MATTHEW

Anaccountof the genealogy
of Jesus Christ, the Son of Da-
v1d the Son of Abraham:
Abraham fathered Isaac,
Isaac fathered Jacob,
Jacob fathered Judah
and his brothers,
Judah fathered Perez and
Zerah by Tamar,
Perez fathered Hezron,
Hezron fathered Aram,
Aram fathered
Amminadab,
Amminadab fathered
Nahshon,
Nahshon fathered Salmon,
Salmon fathered
Boaz by Rahab,
Boaz fathered Obed
byRuth,
Obed fathered Jesse,
and Jesse fathered
King David.
David fathered Solomon
by Uriah’s wife,
Solomon fathered
Rehoboam,
Rehoboam fathered Abijah,
Abijah fathered Asa,
Asa fathered Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat fathered
Joram,
Joram fathered Uzziah,
Uzziah fathered Jotham,
Jotham fathered Ahaz,
Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,
Hezekiah fathered
Manasseh,
Manasseh fathered Amon,
Amon fathered Josiah,
and Josiah fathered
Jeconiah and
his brothers
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at the time of the
exile to Babylon.
After the exile to Babylon
Jeconiah fathered
Shealtiel,
Shealtiel fathered
Zerubbabel,
Zerubbabel fathered
Abiud,
Abiud fathered Eliakim,
Eliakim fathered Azor,
Azor fathered Zadok,
Zadok fathered Achim,
Achim fathered Eliud,
Eliud fathered Eleazar,
Eleazar fathered Matthan,
Matthan fathered Jacob,
and Jacob fathered Joseph
the husband of Mary,
who gave birth to Jesus
who is called the Christ.
750 all the generations from
Abraham to David were four-
teen generations; and from Da-
vid until the exile to Babylon,
fourteen generations; and from
the exile to Babylon until the
Christ, fourteen generations.
8The birth of Jesus Christ
came about this way: After his
mother Mary had been engaged
toJoseph, it was discovered be-
fore they came together that
she was pregnant from the
Holy Spirit.  So her husband
Joseph, being a righteous man,
andnotwanting to disgrace her
publicly, decided to divorce her
secretly.
20But after he had consid-
ered these things, an angel of
the Lord appeared to himina
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
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David, don't be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, because
what has been conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit.
21She will give birth to a son,
and you are to name him Jesus,
because he will save his people
from their sins.”

22Now all this took place to
fulfill what was spoken by the
Lord through the prophet:

2 See, the virgin will
become pregnant
and give birth to a son,
and they will name
him Immanuel,
which is translated “God is
withus.”

24 When Joseph woke up, he
did as the Lord's angel had
commanded him. He married
her #but did not have sexual
relations with her until she
gave birth to a son. And he
named him Jesus.

After Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea in the
days of King Herod, wise men
from the east arrived in Jeru-
salem, 2saying, “Where is he
who has beenborn king of the
Jews? For we saw his star at its
rising and have come to wor-
ship him.”
3When King Herod heard
this, he was deeply disturbed,
and all Jerusalem with him.
450 he assembled all the chief
priests and scribes of the peo-
ple and asked them where the
Christ would be born.
5“InBethlehem of Judea,” they
told him, “because this is what
was written by the prophet:

6 And you, Bethlehem,
in the land of Judah,
areby no means
least among the rulers
of Judah:
Because out of you
will come a ruler
‘who will shepherd
my people Israel.”
7Then Herod secretly sum-
moned the wise men and
asked them the exact time the
star appeared. 8 He sent them
to Bethlehem and said, “Go and
search carefully for the child.
When you find him, report
back to me so that I too can go
and worship him.”

9 After hearing the king, they
went on their way. And there it
was — the star they had seen
at its rising. It led them until
it came and stopped above
the place where the child was.
19When they saw the star, they
were overwhelmed with joy.
"Entering the house, they saw
the child with Mary his moth-
er, and falling to their knees,
they worshiped him. Then
they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts:
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
2 Andbeing warned ina dream
not to go back to Herod, they
returned to their own country
by another route.

3 After they were gone, an
angel of the Lord appeared
to Joseph in a dream, saying,
“Get up! Take the child and his
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay
there untilItell you. For Herod
is about to search for the child
tokill him.”" So he got up, took
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the child and his mother dur-
ing the night, and escaped to
Egypt. * He stayed there until
Herod's death, so that what was
spokenby the Lord through the
prophet mightbe fulfilled: Out
of Egypt I called my Son.
6Then Herod, when he real-
ized that he had been outwit-
ted by the wise men, flew into
arage. He gave orders to mas-
sacrealltheboysinand around
Bethlehem who were two years
old and under, in keeping with
the time he had learned from
the wise men.” Then what was
spoken through Jeremiah the
prophet was fulfilled:
A voice was heard
in Ramah,
weeping, and great
mourning,
Rachel weeping for
her children;
and she refused to
be consoled,
because they are no more.
9 After Herod died, an an-
gel of the Lord appeared in
a dream to Joseph in Egypt,
205aying, “Get up, take the child
and his mother, and go to the
land of Israel, because those
who intended to kill the child
are dead.” #'So he got up, took
the child and his mother, and
entered theland of Israel. 22 But
when he heard that Archelaus
was ruling over Judea in place
of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there. And being
warned in a dream, he with-
drew to the region of Galilee.
23Then he went and settled in
a town called Nazareth to ful-
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fill what was spoken through
the prophets, that he would be
called a Nazarene.

In those days John the

Baptist came, preaching in
the wilderness of Judea 2and
saying, “Repent, because the
kingdom of heaven has come
near!” 3For he is the one spo-
ken of through the prophet
Isaiah, who said:

A voice of one crying out

in the wilderness:
Prepare the way
for the Lord;
make his paths straight!
4Now John had a camel-hair
garment with a leather belt
around his waist, and his food
was locusts and wild honey.
5Then people from Jerusalem,
allJudea, and all the vicinity of
the Jordan were going out to
him, ¢and they were baptized
by himin the Jordan River, con-
fessing their sins.
7When he saw many of the

Pharisees and Sadducees
coming to his baptism, he said
to them, “Brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the
coming wrath? 8Therefore
produce fruit consistent with
repentance. °And don't pre-
sume to say to yourselves, ‘We
have Abraham as our father.’
For I tell you that God is able
to raise up children for Abra-
ham from these stones. ° The
ax is already at the root of the
trees. Therefore, every tree that
doesn't produce good fruit will
be cut down and thrown into
the fire.
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"“I'baptize you with water for
repentance, but the one whois
coming after me is more pow-
erful thanI.Iam not worthy to
remove his sandals. He himself
will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. 2His winnow-
ing shovel is in his hand, and
hewill clear his threshing floor
and gather his wheat into the
barn. But the chaff he willburn
with fire that never goes out.”

3Then Jesus came from
Galilee to John at the Jordan,
to be baptized by him. But
John tried to stop him, saying,
“Ineed to be baptized by you,
and yet you come to me?”

5 Jesus answered him, “Allow
it for now, because this is the
way for us to fulfill all righ-
teousness.” Then John allowed
him to be baptized.

6 When Jesus was baptized,
he went up immediately from
the water. The heavens sud-
denly opened for him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descend-
ing like a dove and coming
down on him. 7 And a voice
from heaven said: “This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am
well-pleased.”

Then Jesus was led up by
the Spirit into the wilder-
ness to be tempted by the dev-
il. 2 After he had fasted forty
days and forty nights, he was
hungry. 3 Then the tempter ap-
proached him and said, “If you
are the Son of God, tell these
stones to become bread.”
4He answered, “It is written:
Man must not live on bread
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alone but on every word
that comes from the mouth
of God.”

5Then the devil took him to
the holy city, had him stand
on the pinnacle of the temple,
6and said to him, “If you are
the Son of God, throw yourself
down. For itis written:

He will give his angels
orders concerning you,
and they will support
you with their hands
so that you will not strike
your foot against a stone.”
7Jesus told him, “It is also
written: Do not test the Lord
your God."

8 Again, the devil took him
to a very high mountain and
showed him all the kingdoms
of the world and their splendor.
9 And he said to him, “I will give
you all these things if you will
fall down and worship me.”

19Then Jesus told him, “Go
away, Satan! For it is written:
Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.”

" Then the devil left him,
and angels came and began to
serve him.

2When he heard that John
hadbeen arrested, he withdrew
into Galilee. " He left Nazareth
and went to live in Caperna-
um by the sea, in the region of
Zebulun and Naphtali. " This
was to fulfill what was spoken
through the prophet Isaiah:

5 Land of Zebulun and land
of Naphtali,
along the road by the sea,
beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles.
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6 The people who live
in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those living
in the land of the
shadow of death,
alight has dawned.
7From then on Jesus began to
preach, “Repent, because the
kingdom of heaven has come
near.”

8 As he was walking along
the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers, Simon (who is called
Peter), and his brother An-
drew. They were casting a net
into the sea — for they were
fishermen. " “Follow me,” he
told them, “and I will make
you fish for people.” 20Imme-
diately they left their nets and
followed him.

21Going on from there,
he saw two other brothers,
James the son of Zebedee, and
hisbrother John. They were in
a boat with Zebedee their fa-
ther, preparing their nets, and
he called them. 22Immediately
they left the boat and their fa-
ther and followed him.

23Now Jesus began to go all
over Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the
good news of the kingdom,
and healing every disease and
sickness among the people.
24Then the news about him
spread throughout Syria. So
they brought to him all those
who were afflicted, those
suffering from various dis-
eases and intense pains, the
demon-possessed, the epilep-
tics, and the paralytics. And he
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healed them. 25Large crowds
followed him from Galilee, the
Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea,
and beyond the Jordan.

When he saw the crowds,
he went up on the moun-
tain, and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2Then
hebegan to teach them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the
poor in spirit,
for the kingdom of heaven
is theirs.
4 Blessed are those
who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the humble,
for they will inherit
the earth.
Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst
for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be
shown mercy.
Blessed are the
purein heart,
for they will see God.
Blessed are the
peacemakers,
for they will be called
sons of God.
Blessed are those who
are persecuted because
of righteousness,
for thekingdom of heaven
is theirs.
"“You areblessed when they
insult you and persecute you
and falsely say every kind of
evil against you because of
me. 2Be glad and rejoice, be-
cause your reward is great in

3
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heaven. For that is how they
persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

3“You are the salt of the
earth. But if the salt should
lose its taste, how can it be
made salty? It'sno longer good
for anything but to be thrown
out and trampled under peo-
ple’s feet.

14“You are the light of the
world. A city situated on a hill
cannot be hidden. *No one
lights alamp and puts it under
abasket, butrather on alamp-
stand, and it gives light for all
who are in the house. '®In the
same way, let your light shine
before others, so that they may
see your good works and give
glory to your Father in heaven.

7“Don't think that I came to
abolish the Law or the Proph-
ets. I did not come to abolish
but to fulfill. ¥ For truly I tell
you, until heaven and earth
pass away, not the smallest let-
ter or one stroke of aletter will
pass away from the law until
all things are accomplished.
9 Therefore, whoever breaks
one of the least of these com-
mands and teaches others to
do the same willbe called least
in the kingdom of heaven. But
whoever does and teaches
these commands will be called
great in the kingdom of heav-
en.2°For I tell you, unless your
righteousness surpasses that
of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never get into the
kingdom of heaven.

21"You have heard thatit was
said to our ancestors, Do not
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murder, and whoever murders
will be subject to judgment.
22But I tell you, everyone who
isangry with hisbrother or sis-
ter willbe subject tojudgment.
Whoever insults his brother
or sister, will be subject to the
court. Whoever says, 'You fool!”
will be subject to hellfire. 22 So
if you are offering your gift
on the altar, and there you re-
member that your brother or
sister has something against
you, 24]eave your gift there in
front of the altar. First go and
bereconciled with yourbroth-
er or sister, and then come
and offer your gift. 2 Reach a
settlement quickly with your
adversary while you're on the
way with him to the court, or
your adversary will hand you
overto thejudge, and the judge
to the officer, and you will be
thrown into prison. 26 Truly I
tell you, you will never get out
of there until you have paid the
last penny.

27*You have heard thatit was
said, Do not commit adultery.
28But I tell you, everyone who
looks ata woman lustfully has
already committed adultery
with her in his heart. 2 If your
right eye causes you to sin,
gougeitoutand throw itaway.
Foritisbetter thatyoulose one
of the parts of your body than
for your whole body to be
throwninto hell. 3° Andif your
right hand causes you to sin,
cutitoffand throw it away. For
itis better that you lose one of
the parts of your body than for
your wholebody to go into hell.



7

31“It was also said, Whoev-
er divorces his wife must
give her a written notice of
divorce. 32But I tell you, ev-
eryone who divorces his wife,
except in a case of sexual im-
morality, causes her to commit
adultery. And whoever marries
a divorced woman commits
adultery.

33“Again, you have heard
that it was said to our ances-
tors, You must not break your
oath, but you must keep your
oaths to the Lord. *4But I tell
you, don't take an oath at all:
either by heaven, because it is
God's throne; 3 or by the earth,
because it is his footstool; or
by Jerusalem, because it is the
city of the great King. 3¢ Do not
swear by your head, because
you cannot make a single hair
white or black. 3 But let your
‘yes’ mean ‘yes,’ and your no’
mean ‘no.’ Anything more than
this is from the evil one.

38"“You have heard thatitwas
said, An eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth. 3?But I tell
you, don't resist an evildo-
er. On the contrary, if anyone
slaps you on your right cheek,
turn the other to him also. %% As
for the one who wants to sue
you and take away your shirt,
let him have your coat as well.
41 And if anyone forces you to
go one mile, go with him two.
42Give to the one who asks
you, and don’t turn away from
the one who wants to borrow
from you.

43"You have heard thatit was
said, Love your neighbor and
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hate your enemy. 44But I tell
you, love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute
you, %% so that you may be chil-
dren of your Father in heaven.
For he causes his sun to rise
on the evil and the good, and
sends rain on the righteous
and the unrighteous. %6 For if
you love those who love you,
what reward will you have?
Don't even the tax collectors
do thesame?#” Andif you greet
only your brothers and sisters,
what are you doing out of the
ordinary? Don't even the Gen-
tiles do the same? 8 Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Fa-

theris perfect.
6 “Be careful not to practice
your righteousness in front
of others to be seen by them.
Otherwise, you have no reward
with your Father in heaven.
2So0 whenever you give to the
poor, don't sound a trumpet
before you, as the hypocrites
do in the synagogues and on
the streets, to be applauded
by people. Truly I tell you, they
have their reward. > But when
you give to the poor, don't let
your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, so that
your giving may be in secret.
And your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.
5“Whenever you pray, you
mustnotbelike the hypocrites,
because they love to pray
standing in the synagogues
and on the street corners to
be seen by people. Truly I tell
you, they have their reward.



MATTHEW 6

6But when you pray, go into
your private room, shut your
door, and pray to your Father
who is in secret. And your Fa-
ther who sees in secret will
reward you.” When you pray,
don't babble like the Gentiles,
since they imagine they'll be
heard for their many words.
8Don't be like them, because
your Father knows the things
you need before you ask him.
9“Therefore, you should pray

like this:

Our Father in heaven,

your name be

honored as holy.

0 Your kingdom come.

Your willbe done

onearth asitisinheaven.

Give us today our

daily bread.

And forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven

our debtors.

And do notbring us

into temptation,

but deliver us from

the evil one.
4 “For if you forgive others
their offenses, your heavenly
Father will forgive you as well.
5But if you don't forgive oth-
ers, your Father will not forgive
your offenses.

6 “Whenever you fast, don't
be gloomy like the hypocrites.
For they make their faces un-
attractive so that their fasting
is obvious to people. Truly I tell
you, they have their reward.
7 But when you fast, put oil on
your head and wash your face,
850 that your fasting isn't ob-
vious to others but to your Fa-
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therwhoisinsecret. And your
Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

9“Don't store up for your-
selves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy
and where thievesbreak inand
steal. 20 But store up for your-
selves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust
destroys, and where thieves
don't break in and steal. 2 For
where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.

22"“The eye is the lamp of the
body. If your eye is healthy,
your whole body will be full of
light. 2 But if your eye is bad,
your whole body will be full of
darkness. So if the light with-
in you is darkness, how deep
is that darkness!

24"No one can serve two
masters, since either he will
hate one and love the other, or
he will be devoted to one and
despise the other. You cannot
serve both God and money.

25 “Therefore I tell you: Don't
worry about your life, what
you will eat or what you will
drink; or about your body,
what you will wear. Isn't life
more than food and the body
more than clothing? 2¢ Con-
sider the birds of the sky:
They don't sow or reap or
gather into barns, yet your
heavenly Father feeds them.
Aren’'t you worth more than
they? #’Can any of you add
one moment to his life span
by worrying? 22 And why do
you worry about clothes? Ob-
serve how the wildflowers of
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the field grow: They don't la-
bor or spin thread. 2 Yet I tell
you that not even Solomon in
all his splendor was adorned
like one of these. 3°If that's
how God clothes the grass of
the field, which is here today
and thrown into the furnace
tomorrow, won't he do much
more for you — you of little
faith?3'So don't worry, saying,
‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What
will we drink?’ or ‘What will
we wear?' 32 For the Gentiles
eagerly seek all these things,
and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them.
33But seek first the kingdom
of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be
provided for you. 3 Therefore
don't worry about tomorrow,
because tomorrow will wor-
ry about itself. Each day has
enough trouble of its own.

“Do not judge, so that you

won't be judged. 2For you
will be judged by the same
standard with which you judge
others, and you will be mea-
sured by the same measure
you use. 3Why do you look at
the splinter in your brother’s
eye but don't notice the beam
of wood in your own eye? 4Or
how can you say to your broth-
er, ‘Let me take the splinter out
of your eye," and look, there’s
abeam of wood in your own
eye?>Hypocrite! First take the
beam of wood out of your eye,
and then you will see clearly
to take the splinter out of your
brother’s eye.¢ Don't give what
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is holy to dogs or toss your
pearlsbefore pigs, or they will
trample them under their feet,
turn, and tear you to pieces.

7"Ask, and it will be given to
you. Seek, and you will find.
Knock, and the door will be
opened to you. 8 For everyone
who asks receives, and the
one who seeks finds, and to the
one who knocks, the door will
be opened. ° Who among you,
if his son asks him for bread,
will givehim a stone? ' Orif he
asks for a fish, will give him a
snake? "If you then, who are
evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father
in heaven give good things to
those who ask him. "2 There-
fore, whatever you want others
to do for you, do also the same
for them, for thisis the Law and
the Prophets.

3“Enter through the narrow
gate. For the gate is wide and
theroadbroad thatleads to de-
struction, and there are many
who go through it. ¥ How nar-
row is the gate and difficult
the road that leads to life, and
few find it.

5“Be on your guard against
false prophets who come to
you in sheep’s clothing but
inwardly are ravaging wolves.
6You'll recognize them by
their fruit. Are grapes gath-
ered from thornbushes or figs
from thistles? In the same
way, every good tree produc-
es good fruit, but a bad tree
produces bad fruit. '* A good
tree can't produce bad fruit;
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neither canabad tree produce
good fruit. ®Every tree that
doesn't produce good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the
fire.2°So you'llrecognize them
by their fruit.

21“Not everyone who says
to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter
the kingdom of heaven, but
only the one who does the
will of my Father in heaven.
220n that day many will say
to me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn't we
prophesy in your name, drive
out demons in your name,
and do many miracles in your
name?'2*ThenIwillannounce
to them, ‘I never knew you.
Depart from me, you law-
breakers!"

24“Therefore, everyone who
hears these words of mine
and acts on them will be like
a wise man who built his
house on the rock. 2> The rain
fell, the rivers rose, and the
winds blew and pounded that
house. Yet it didn't collapse,
becauseits foundation was on
the rock. 26 But everyone who
hears these words of mine and
doesn’tacton them will belike
a foolish man who built his
house on the sand. # The rain
fell, the rivers rose, the winds
blew and pounded that house,
and it collapsed. It collapsed
with a great crash.”

22When Jesus had fin-
ished saying these things,
the crowds were astonished
at his teaching, 2 because he
was teaching them like one
who had authority, and not
like their scribes.

10

‘When he came down from
the mountain, large crowds

followed him. 2Right away a
man with leprosy came up
and knelt before him, saying,
“Lord, if you are willing, you
can make me clean.”

3Reaching out his hand,
Jesus touched him, saying, “I
am willing; be made clean.”
Immediately his leprosy was
cleansed. #Then Jesus told
him, “See that you don't tell
anyone; but go, show yourself
to the priest, and offer the gift
that Moses commanded, as a
testimony to them.”

5When he entered Caperna-
um, a centurion came to him,
pleading with him, ¢ “Lord, my
servant is lying at home para-
lyzed, in terrible agony.”

7Hesaid to him, “Am I to come
and heal him?"

8“Lord,” the centurion re-
plied, “I am not worthy to
have you come under my roof.
But just say the word, and my
servant will be healed. *For I
too am aman under authority,
having soldiers under my com-
mand.Isay to this one, ‘Go,’and
he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’
and he comes; and to my ser-
vant, ‘Do this!" and he does it.”

10 Hearing this, Jesus was
amazed and said to those fol-
lowing him, “Truly I tell you,
I have not found anyone in
Israel with so great a faith. "1
tell you that many will come
from east and west to share
the banquet with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob in the king-
dom of heaven. 2 But the sons
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of the kingdom will be thrown
into the outer darkness where
there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.” *Then
Jesus told the centurion, “Go.
As you have believed, let it be
done for you.” And his servant
was healed that very moment.

14Jesus went into Peter’s
house and saw his mother-in-
law lying in bed with a fever.
550 he touched her hand, and
the fever left her. Then she got
up and began to serve him.
6 When evening came, they
brought to him many who
were demon-possessed. He
drove out the spirits with a
word and healed all who were
sick, 7 so that what was spoken
through the prophet Isaiah
might be fulfilled:

He himself took our
weaknesses
and carried our diseases.

8When Jesus saw a large
crowd around him, he gave the
order to go to the other side of
thesea." A scribe approached
him and said, “Teacher, I will
follow you wherever you go.”

20 Jesus told him, “Foxes have
dens, and birds of the sky have
nests, but the Son of Man has
no place to lay his head.”

21"Lord,” another of his disci-
ples said, “first let me go bury
my father.”

22But Jesus told him, “Follow
me, and let the dead bury their
own dead.”

23 As he got into the boat, his
disciples followed him. 24 Sud-
denly, aviolent storm arose on
the sea, so that the boat was
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being swamped by the waves
—butJesus kept sleeping. 2 So
the disciples came and woke
him up, saying, “Lord, save us!
We're going to die! "

26He said to them, “Why are
you afraid, you of little faith? "
Thenhe gotup and rebuked the
winds and the sea, and there
was a great calm.

2 The men were amazed and
asked, “What kind of man is
this? Even the winds and the
seaobey him!”

28When he had come to the
other side, to the region of the
Gadarenes, two demon-pos-
sessed men met him as they
came out of the tombs. They
were so violent that no one
could pass that way. ?° Sudden-
ly they shouted, “What do you
have to do with us, Son of God?
Have you come here to torment
us before the time?”

30 A long way off from them,
a large herd of pigs was feed-
ing. 3'“If you drive us out,” the
demons begged him, “send us
into the herd of pigs.”

32“Go!” he told them. So
when they had come out,
they entered the pigs, and the
whole herd rushed down the
steep bank into the sea and
perished in the water. 33 Then
the men who tended them fled.
They went into the city and re-
ported everything, especially
what had happened to those
who were demon-possessed.
34 At that, the whole town went
out to meet Jesus. When they
saw him, they begged him to
leave their region.
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So he got into a boat,

crossed over, and came to
his own town. 2 Just then some
men brought to him a paralyt-
iclying on a stretcher. Seeing
their faith, Jesus told the para-
lytic, “Have courage, son, your
sins are forgiven.”

3 At this, some of the scribes
said to themselves, “He’s blas-
pheming!”

4Perceiving their thoughts,
Jesus said, “Why are you think-
ing evil things in your hearts?
5For which is easier: to say,
‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to
say, ‘Get up and walk'? 6 But so
that youmay know that the Son
of Man has authority on earth
to forgive sins” — then he told
theparalytic, “Getup, take your
stretcher, and go home.”?So he
gotup and went home. ® When
the crowds saw this, they were
awestruck and gave glory to
God, who had given such au-
thority to men.

9 AsJesuswent on from there,
he saw amannamed Matthew
sitting at the tollbooth, and he
said to him, “Follow me,” and
he gotup and followed him.

19While he was reclining at
the tablein the house, many tax
collectors and sinners came to
eatwithJesus and his disciples.
"When the Pharisees saw this,
they asked his disciples, “Why
does your teacher eat with tax
collectors and sinners?”

2Now when he heard this,
he said, “It is not those who
are well who need a doctor,
but those who are sick. 2 Go
and learn what this means:

12

Idesire mercy and not sacri-
fice. ForIdidn't come to call the
righteous, but sinners.”
4Then John's disciples came
to him, saying, “Why do we and
the Pharisees fast often, but
your disciples do not fast?”

5 Jesus said to them, “Can
the wedding guests be sad
while the groom is with them?
The time will come when the
groom willbe taken away from
them, and then they will fast.
6 No one patches an old gar-
ment with unshrunk cloth,
because the patch pulls away
from the garment and makes
the tear worse. 7 And no one
puts new wine into old wine-
skins. Otherwise, the skins
burst, the wine spills out, and
the skins are ruined. No, they
put new wine into fresh wine-
skins, and both are preserved.”

18 As he was telling them
these things, suddenly one of
the leaders came and knelt
down before him, saying, “My
daughter just died, but come
and lay your hand on her, and
she will live." * So Jesus and
his disciples got up and fol-
lowed him.

20 Just then, a woman who
had suffered from bleeding
for twelve years approached
from behind and touched the
end of his robe, 2! for she said to
herself, “If I can just touch his
robe, I'll be made well.”

22Jesus turned and saw her.
“Have courage, daughter,” he
said. “Your faith has saved
you.” And the woman was
made well from that moment.



