GENESIS

THE CREATION

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

2Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness covered the surface
of the watery depths, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface
of the waters.3 Then God said, “Let there belight,” and there was light. * God
saw that thelight was good, and God separated the light from the darkness.
5God called thelight “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” There was an
evening, and there was a morning: one day.

6 Then God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters, separat-
ing water from water.” ’So God made the expanse and separated the wa-
ter under the expanse from the water above the expanse. And it was so.
8God called the expanse “sky.” Evening came and then morning: the sec-
ond day.

°Then God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered into one place,
andlet the dryland appear.” And it was so." God called the dry land “earth,”
and the gathering of the water he called “seas.” And God saw that it was
good."Then God said, “Let the earth produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants
and fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit with seed in it according to their
kinds.” And it was so.” The earth produced vegetation: seed-bearing plants
according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to
their kinds. And God saw that it was good. ® Evening came and then morn-
ing: the third day.

“Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to sepa-
rate the day from the night. They will serve as signs for seasons and for
days and years. ' They will be lights in the expanse of the sky to provide
light on the earth.” And it was so. ' God made the two great lights — the
greater light to rule over the day and the lesser light to rule over the night
—as well as the stars.” God placed them in the expanse of the sky to pro-
videlight on the earth, '® to rule the day and the night, and to separate light
from darkness. And God saw that it was good. ¥ Evening came and then
morning: the fourth day.

20Then God said, “Let the water swarm with living creatures, and let birds
fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky.” ' So God created the large
sea-creatures and every living creature that moves and swarms in the water,
according to their kinds. He also created every winged creature according
to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them: “Be fruitful,
multiply, and fill the waters of the seas, and let the birds multiply on the
earth.” 2 Evening came and then morning: the fifth day.

24Then God said, “Let the earth produceliving creatures according to their
kinds: livestock, creatures that crawl, and the wildlife of the earth accord-
ing to their kinds.” And it was so. 2> So God made the wildlife of the earth
according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the
creatures that crawl on the ground according to their kinds. And God saw
that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our like-
ness. They will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, the
whole earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth.”

27 So God created man in his own image;

he created him in the image of God;

he created them male and female.
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the
earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every
creature that crawls on the earth.” 2 God also said, “Look, I have given you
every seed-bearing plant on the surface of the entire earth and every tree
whose fruit contains seed. This will be food for you, 3°for all the wildlife of
the earth, for every bird of the sky, and for every creature that crawls on the
earth — everything having the breath of lifein it — I have given every green
plant for food.” And it was so.' God saw all that he had made, and it was very
good indeed. Evening came and then morning: the sixth day.
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So the heavens and the earth and everything in them were complet-

ed.?0n the seventh day God had completed his work that he had done,
and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 3 God
blessed the seventh day and declared it holy, for on it he rested from all his
work of creation.

MAN AND WOMAN IN THE GARDEN

4These are the records of the heavens and the earth, concerning their cre-
ation. At the time that the LorD God made the earth and the heavens, >no
shrub of the field had yet grown on the land, and no plant of the field had
yet sprouted, for the LorD God had not made it rain on the land, and there
was no man to work the ground. ¢ But mist would come up from the earth
and water all the ground. ’ Then the LorD God formed the man out of the
dust from the ground and breathed the breath of life into his nostrils, and
the man became a living being.
8The LorD God planted a gardenin Eden, in the east, and there he placed the
man he had formed.° The LorD God caused to grow out of the ground every
tree pleasingin appearance and good for food, including the tree of life in the
middle of the garden, as well as the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
0 A river went out from Eden to water the garden. From there it divid-
ed and became the source of four rivers. " The name of the first is Pishon,
which flows through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. 2 Gold
from that land is pure; bdellium and onyx are also there.” The name of the
second river is Gihon, which flows through the entire land of Cush. " The
name of the third river is Tigris, which runs east of Assyria. And the fourth
river is the Euphrates.
>The LorD God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden to
work it and watch over it. '® And the LorD God commanded the man, “You
are free to eat from any tree of the garden, "but you must not eat from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for on the day you eat from it, you
will certainly die.”'® Then the LorD God said, “Itisnot good for the man to be
alone. I will make a helper corresponding to him.” ® The LorD God formed
out of the ground every wild animal and every bird of the sky, and brought
each to the man to see what he would call it. And whatever the man called
a living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all the live-
stock, to the birds of the sky, and to every wild animal; but for the man no
helper was found corresponding to him. 2'So the LorD God caused a deep
sleep to come over the man, and he slept. God took one of his ribs and closed
the flesh at that place. 22 Then the LOrRD God made the rib he had taken from
the man into a woman and brought her to the man. 2 And the man said:
This one, at last, is bone of my bone
and flesh of my flesh;
this one will be called “woman,”
for she was taken from man.

24This is why a man leaves his father and mother and bonds with his
wife, and they become one flesh. 25 Both the man and his wife were naked,
yet felt no shame.

THE TEMPTATION AND THE FALL

Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the wild animals that the
LorD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You can't
eat from any tree in the garden'?”
2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit from the trees in
the garden. 3 But about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden, God
said, 'You must not eat it or touch it, or you will die."”
4“No! You will not die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “In fact, God
knows that when you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil." ¢ The woman saw that the tree was good for
food and delightful to look at, and that it was desirable for obtaining wis-
dom. So she took some of its fruit and ate it; she also gave some to her hus-
band, who was with her, and he ate it.” Then the eyes of both of them were



opened, and they knew they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together
and made coverings for themselves.

SIN’S CONSEQUENCES

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LorD God walking in the
garden at the time of the evening breeze, and they hid from the LorD God
among the trees of the garden.? So the LorD God called out to the man and
said to him, “Where are you?"”
0 And he said, “T heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was
naked, soThid.”
"Then he asked, “Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat from
the tree that I commanded you not to eat from? "
2The man replied, “The woman you gave to be with me — she gave me
some fruit from the tree, and I ate.”
13So the LorD God asked the woman, “What is this you have done?”
And the woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
4So the LorD God said to the serpent:
Because you have done this,
you are cursed more than any livestock
and more than any wild animal.
You will move on your belly
and eat dust all the days of your life.
5 Twill put hostility between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring.
He will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.

6 He said to the woman:
[ will intensify your labor pains;
you will bear children with painful effort.
Your desire will be for your husband,
yet he will rule over you.

7 And he said to the man, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from
the tree about which I commanded you, ‘Do not eat from it":

The ground is cursed because of you.
You will eat from it by means of painful labor
all the days of your life.

8 Tt will produce thorns and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field.

¥ You will eat bread by the sweat of your brow
until you return to the ground,
since you were taken from it.
For you are dust,
and you will return to dust.”

20The man named his wife Eve because she was the mother of all the
living. 2 The LorD God made clothing from skins for the man and his wife,
and he clothed them.

22The LorRD God said, “Since the man has become like one of us, knowing
good and evil, he must not reach out, take from the tree of life, eat, and live
forever.” 23 So the LorD God sent him away from the garden of Eden to work
the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove the man out and stationed
the cherubim and the flaming, whirling sword east of the garden of Eden to
guard the way to the tree of life.

CAIN MURDERS ABEL

The man was intimate with his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave
birth to Cain. She said, “Thave had amale child with the LorD's help.”2 She
also gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel became a shepherd of flocks,
but Cain worked the ground. 3In the course of time Cain presented some
of the land’s produce as an offering to the LORD. * And Abel also presented
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an offering — some of the firstborn of his flock and their fat portions. The
Lorp had regard for Abel and his offering, >but he did not have regard for
Cain and his offering. Cain was furious, and he looked despondent.

6 Then the LorD said to Cain, “Why are you furious? And why do youlook
despondent? ’If you do what is right, won't you be accepted? But if you do
not do what is right, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but
you must rule over it.”

8 Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” And while they
were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

9Then the LorD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”

“Idon't know,” he replied. "Am I my brother’s guardian?”

°Then he said, “What have you done? Your brother’s blood cries out to
me from the ground! " So now you are cursed, alienated from the ground
that opened its mouth to receive your brother’'s blood you have shed. 2 If you
work the ground, it will never again give you its yield. You will be a restless
wanderer on the earth.”

B But Cain answered the LoRD, “My punishment is too great to bear!* Since
you are banishing me today from the face of the earth, and Imust hide from
your presence and become a restless wanderer on the earth, whoever finds
me will kill me.”

>Then the LorD replied to him, “In that case, whoever kills Cain will suf-
fer vengeance seven times over.” And he placed a mark on Cain so that who-
ever found him would not kill him. ' Then Cain went out from the LORD’s
presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden.

THE LINE OF CAIN

7Cain was intimate with his wife, and she conceived and gave birth to Enoch.
Then Cainbecame the builder of a city,and he named the city Enoch after his
son. ®Irad was born to Enoch, Irad fathered Mehujael, Mehujael fathered
Methushael, and Methushael fathered Lamech. Lamech took two wives for
himself, onenamed Adah and the other named Zillah.?° Adah bore Jabal; he
was the father of the nomadic herdsmen. 2 His brother was named Jubal; he
was the father of all who play the lyre and the flute. 22 Zillah bore Tubal-cain,
who made all kinds of bronze and iron tools. Tubal-cain’s sister was Naamah.
2 Lamech said to his wives:

Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;

wives of Lamech, pay attention to my words.

ForIkilled a man for wounding me,

ayoung man for striking me.

24 If Cain is to be avenged seven times over,
then for Lamech it will be seventy-seven times!

25 Adam was intimate with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and
named him Seth, for she said, “God has given me another child in place of
Abel, since Cain killed him."” 26 A son wasborn to Seth also, and he named him
Enosh. At that time people began to call on the name of the LORD.

THE LINE OF SETH

This is the document containing the family records of Adam. On the

day that God created man, he made him in the likeness of God; 2he cre-
ated them male and female. When they were created, he blessed them and
called them mankind.

3 Adam was 130 years old when he fathered a sonin his likeness, according
to his image, and named him Seth. 4 Adam lived 800 years after he fathered
Seth, and he fathered other sons and daughters. > So Adam'’s life lasted 930
years; then he died.

6Sethwas 105 years old when he fathered Enosh.” Seth lived 807 years af-
ter he fathered Enosh, and he fathered other sons and daughters. 8 So Seth's
life lasted 912 years; then he died.

9Enosh was 90 years old when he fathered Kenan.© Enosh lived 815 years
after he fathered Kenan, and he fathered other sons and daughters. " So
Enosh’s life lasted 905 years; then he died.



2Kenan was 70 years old when he fathered Mahalalel. > Kenan lived 840
years after he fathered Mahalalel, and he fathered other sons and daugh-
ters.So Kenan's life lasted 910 years; then he died.

>Mahalalel was 65 years old when he fathered Jared. ' Mahalalel lived
830 years after he fathered Jared, and he fathered other sons and daugh-
ters.” So Mahalalel's life lasted 895 years; then he died.

'8 Jared was 162 years old when he fathered Enoch.* Jared lived 800 years
after he fathered Enoch, and he fathered other sons and daughters.2°So Ja-
red’s life lasted 962 years; then he died.

2'Enoch was 65 years old when he fathered Methuselah. 22 And after he
fathered Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and fathered oth-
er sons and daughters. 22 So Enoch'’s life lasted 365 years. 2 Enoch walked
with God; then he was not there because God took him.

25 Methuselah was 187 years old when he fathered Lamech. 26 Methuselah
lived 782 years after he fathered Lamech, and he fathered other sons and
daughters. 7 So Methuselah’s life lasted 969 years; then he died.

28 Lamech was 182 years old when he fathered a son. 2 And he named
him Noah, saying, “This one will bring us relief from the agonizing labor of
our hands, caused by the ground the LorD has cursed.” 3** Lamech lived 595
years after he fathered Noah, and he fathered other sons and daughters.
31S0 Lamech's life lasted 777 years; then he died.

32Noah was 500 years old, and he fathered Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

SONS OF GOD AND DAUGHTERS OF MANKIND

When mankind began to multiply on the earth and daughters were born

to them, 2the sons of God saw that the daughters of mankind were beau-
tiful, and they took any they chose as wives for themselves. 3 And the LORD
said, “My Spirit will not remain with mankind forever, because they are cor-
rupt. Their days will be 120 years.” *The Nephilim were on the earth both
in those days and afterward, when the sons of God came to the daughters
of mankind, who bore children to them. They were the powerful men of
old, the famous men.

JUDGMENT DECREED

5When the LorD saw that human wickedness was widespread on the earth
and that every inclination of the human mind was nothing but evil all the
time, ¢ the LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and he was
deeply grieved.” Then the LorD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I created,
off the face of the earth, together with the animals, creatures that crawl, and
birds of the sky — for I regret thatI made them.” ¢ Noah, however, found fa-
vor with the LORD.

GOD WARNS NOAH

9These are the family records of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless
among his contemporaries; Noah walked with God. '® And Noah fathered
three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

"Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with
wickedness. 2 God saw how corrupt the earth was, for every creature had
corrupted its way on the earth. ¥ Then God said to Noah, “I have decided
to put an end to every creature, for the earth is filled with wickedness be-
cause of them; therefore I am going to destroy them along with the earth.

14“Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and
cover it with pitch inside and outside. ' This is how you are to make it: The
ark will be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. ' You are to make
aroof, finishing the sides of the ark to within eighteen inches of the roof.
You are to put a door in the side of the ark. Make it with lower, middle, and
upper decks.

7*Understand that I am bringing a flood — floodwaters on the earth to
destroy every creature under heaven with the breath of lifein it. Everything
on earth will perish. ' But I will establish my covenant with you, and you
will enter the ark with your sons, your wife, and your sons’' wives." You are
also to bring into the ark two of all the living creatures, male and female, to
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keep them alive with you. 20 Two of everything — from the birds according
to their kinds, from the livestock according to their kinds, and from the an-
imals that crawl on the ground according to their kinds — will come to you
so that you can keep them alive. # Take with you every kind of food that is
eaten; gather it as food for you and for them.” 22 And Noah did this. He did
everything that God had commanded him.

ENTERING THE ARK

Then the LoRD said to Noah, “Enter the ark, you and all your household,
for I have seen that you alone are righteous before me in this genera-
tion. 2 You are to take with you seven pairs, a male and its female, of all the
clean animals, and two of the animals that are not clean, a male and its fe-
male, 3and seven pairs, male and female, of the birds of the sky —in order
to keep offspring alive throughout the earth. 4 Seven days from now I will
make it rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and every living thing
IT'have made I will wipe off the face of the earth.” > And Noah did everything
that the LorD commanded him.
6Noah was six hundred years old when the flood came and water cov-
ered the earth.”So Noah, his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives entered the
ark because of the floodwaters. 8 From the clean animals, unclean animals,
birds, and every creature that crawls on the ground, ° two of each, male and
female, came to Noah and entered the ark, just as God had commanded him.
°Seven days later the floodwaters came on the earth.

THE FLOOD

"In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the sev-
enteenth day of the month, on that day all the sources of the vast watery
depthsburst open, the floodgates of the sky were opened, ? and the rain fell
on the earth forty days and forty nights. ® On that same day Noah and his
three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, entered the ark, along with Noah's wife
and his three sons’ wives. ¥ They entered it with all the wildlife according
to their kinds, all livestock according to their kinds, all the creatures that
crawl on the earth according to their kinds, every flying creature — all the
birds and every winged creature — according to their kinds. > Two of ev-
ery creature that has the breath of life in it came to Noah and entered the
ark. ' Those that entered, male and female of every creature, entered just
as God had commanded him. Then the LorD shut him in.

7The flood continued for forty days on the earth; the water increased
and lifted up the ark so that it rose above the earth. ' The water surged and
increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the
water. ® Then the water surged even higher on the earth, and all the high
mountains under the whole sky were covered. 22 The mountains were cov-
ered as the water surged above them more than twenty feet. 2'Every crea-
ture perished — those that crawl on the earth, birds, livestock, wildlife, and
those that swarm on the earth, as well as all mankind. 22 Everything with the
breath of the spirit of life in its nostrils — everything on dry land died. 22 He
wiped out every living thing that was on the face of the earth, from man-
kind to livestock, to creatures that crawl, to the birds of the sky, and they
were wiped off the earth. Only Noah was left, and those that were with him
in the ark. 2* And the water surged on the earth 150 days.

THE FLOOD RECEDES

God remembered Noah, as well as all the wildlife and all the livestock
that were with him in the ark. God caused a wind to pass over the earth,
and the water began to subside. 2 The sources of the watery depths and the
floodgates of the sky were closed, and the rain from the sky stopped.3The
water steadily receded from the earth, and by the end of 150 days the water
had decreased significantly.* The ark came to rest in the seventh month, on
the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat.
5 The water continued to recede until the tenth month; in the tenth month,
on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were visible. ¢ After
forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made, ”and he



MATTHEW

THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS CHRIST

An account of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son
of Abraham:

FROM ABRAHAM TO DAVID

2 Abraham fathered Isaac,
Isaac fathered Jacob,
Jacob fathered Judah and his brothers,

3 Judah fathered Perez and Zerah by Tamar,
Perez fathered Hezron,

Hezron fathered Aram,

4 Aram fathered Amminadab,
Amminadab fathered Nahshon,
Nahshon fathered Salmon,

5 Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab,

Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,
Obed fathered Jesse,
6 and Jesse fathered King David.

FROM DAVID TO THE BABYLONIAN EXILE

David fathered Solomon by Uriah's wife,
7 Solomon fathered Rehoboam,
Rehoboam fathered Abijah,
Abijah fathered Asa,
8 Asafathered Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat fathered Joram,
Joram fathered Uzziah,
9 Uzziah fathered Jotham,
Jotham fathered Ahaz,
Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,
o Hezekiah fathered Manasseh,
Manasseh fathered Amon,
Amon fathered Josiah,
" and Josiah fathered Jeconiah and his brothers
at the time of the exile to Babylon.

FROM THE EXILE TO THE CHRIST

2 After the exile to Babylon
Jeconiah fathered Shealtiel,
Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel,
3 Zerubbabel fathered Abiud,
Abiud fathered Eliakim,
Eliakim fathered Azor,
4 Azor fathered Zadok,
Zadok fathered Achim,
Achim fathered Eliud,
5 Eliud fathered Eleazar,
Eleazar fathered Matthan,
Matthan fathered Jacob,
6 and Jacob fathered Joseph the husband of Mary,
who gave birth to Jesus who is called the Christ.

780 all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen genera-
tions; and from David until the exile to Babylon, fourteen generations; and
from the exile to Babylon until the Christ, fourteen generations.

THE NATIVITY OF THE CHRIST

8 The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: After his mother Mary had
been engaged to Joseph, it was discovered before they came together that
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she was pregnant from the Holy Spirit. ® So her husband Joseph, being a
righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her publicly, decided to di-
vorce her secretly.
20But after he had considered these things, an angel of the Lord appeared
tohiminadream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, don't be afraid to take Mary
as your wife, because what has been conceived in her is from the Holy Spir-
it. 2 She will give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus, because he
will save his people from their sins.”
22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet:
23 See, the virgin will become pregnant
and give birth to a son,
and they will name him Immanuel,
which is translated “God is with us.”
24When Joseph woke up, he did as the Lord's angel had commanded him.
He married her »but did not have sexual relations with her until she gave
birth to a son. And he named him Jesus.

WISE MEN VISIT THE KING

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod,
wise men from the east arrived in Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who
has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star at its rising and have
come to worship him.”
3When King Herod heard this, he was deeply disturbed, and all Jerusalem
with him. 4So he assembled all the chief priests and scribes of the people
and asked them where the Christ would be born.
5“In Bethlehem of Judea,” they told him, “because this is what was writ-
ten by the prophet:
6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah:
Because out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.”

"Then Herod secretly summoned the wise men and asked them the ex-
act time the star appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and
search carefully for the child. When you find him, report back to me so that
[too can go and worship him.”

9 After hearing the king, they went on their way. And there it was — the
star they had seen at its rising. It led them until it came and stopped above
the place where the child was. ' When they saw the star, they were over-
whelmed with joy. "Entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother, and falling to their knees, they worshiped him. Then they opened
their treasures and presented him with gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
2 And being warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to
their own country by another route.

THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT

B After they were gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream,
saying, “Get up! Take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there
until I tell you. For Herod is about to search for the child to kill him.” *So
he got up, took the child and his mother during the night, and escaped to
Egypt." He stayed there until Herod's death, so that what was spoken by the
Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled: Out of Egypt I called my Son.

THE MASSACRE OF THE INNOCENTS

6 Then Herod, when he realized that he had been outwitted by the wise men,
flewinto arage. He gave orders to massacre all theboys in and around Beth-
lehem who were two years old and under, in keeping with the time he had
learned from the wise men.” Then what was spoken through Jeremiah the
prophet was fulfilled:
'8 Avoice was heard in Ramah,
weeping, and great mourning,



Rachel weeping for her children;
and she refused to be consoled,
because they are no more.

THE RETURN TO NAZARETH

9 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, 2°saying, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land
of Israel, because those who intended to kill the child are dead.” ?'So he
got up, took the child and his mother, and entered the land of Israel. 22 But
when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned in a dream, he with-
drew to the region of Galilee. 2 Then he went and settled in a town called
Nazareth to fulfill what was spoken through the prophets, that he would
be called a Nazarene.

THE HERALD OF THE CHRIST

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Ju-
dea 2and saying, “Repent, because the kingdom of heaven has come
near!”3For he is the one spoken of through the prophet Isaiah, who said:
A voice of one crying out
in the wilderness:
Prepare the way for the Lord;
make his paths straight!

4Now John had a camel-hair garment with aleather belt around his waist,
and his food was locusts and wild honey. > Then people from Jerusalem, all
Judea, and all the vicinity of the Jordan were going out to him, ¢ and they
were baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.

"When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his bap-
tism, he said to them, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
coming wrath? 8 Therefore produce fruit consistent with repentance.® And
don't presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ ForI
tellyou that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these stones.
0The axis already at the root of the trees. Therefore, every tree that doesn't
produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

"“Tbaptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after
meis more powerful than I.Iam not worthy to remove his sandals. He him-
self will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.? His winnowing shovel is
in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into
the barn. But the chaff he will burn with fire that never goes out.”

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS

BThen Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.
4But John tried to stop him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet
you come to me?”

15 Jesus answered him, “Allow it for now, because this is the way for us to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then John allowed him to be baptized.

6 When Jesus was baptized, he went up immediately from the water. The
heavens suddenly opened for him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and coming down on him.” And a voice from heaven said: “This
is my beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased.”

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS

Then Jesus was led up by the Spiritinto the wilderness to be tempted by
the devil. 2 After he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was hun-
gry.3 Then the tempter approached him and said, “If you are the Son of God,
tell these stones to become bread.”
4He answered, "It is written: Man must not live on bread alone but on
every word that comes from the mouth of God.”
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city, had him stand on the pinnacle
of the temple, ¢ and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down. For it is written:
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He will give his angels orders concerning you,
and they will support you with their hands

so that you will not strike

your foot against a stone.”

7Jesus told him, “It is also written: Do not test the Lord your God.”

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. ° And he said to him, “I will
give you all these things if you will fall down and worship me.”

©Then Jesus told him, “Go away, Satan! Foritis written: Worship the Lord
your God, and serve only him.”

"Then the devil left him, and angels came and began to serve him.

MINISTRY IN GALILEE

2When he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee.
B He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region
of Zebulun and Naphtali. " This was to fulfill what was spoken through the
prophet Isaiah:
5 Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
along the road by the sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles.
6 The people who live in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those living in the land of the shadow of death,
alight has dawned.
7From then on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, because the kingdom of
heaven has come near.”

THE FIRST DISCIPLES

'8 As he was walking along the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon
(who s called Peter), and his brother Andrew. They were casting a netinto
the sea — for they were fishermen. " “Follow me,” he told them, “and [
will make you fish for people.” 2Immediately they left their nets and fol-
lowed him.

2'Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zeb-
edee, and his brother John. They were in a boat with Zebedee their father,
preparing their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat
and their father and followed him.

TEACHING, PREACHING, AND HEALING

2 Now Jesus began to go all over Galilee, teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and
sickness among the people. 24 Then the news about him spread throughout
Syria. So they brought to him all those who were afflicted, those suffering
from various diseases and intense pains, the demon-possessed, the epi-
leptics, and the paralytics. And he healed them. 2° Large crowds followed
him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan.

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

When he saw the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him.2Then he began to teach them, saying:

THE BEATITUDES

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
> Blessed are the humble,
for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.



7 Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God.

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because

of righteousness,

for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

"“You are blessed when they insult you and persecute you and falsely say
every kind of evil against you because of me.'?Be glad and rejoice, because
your reward is great in heaven. For that is how they persecuted the proph-
ets who were before you.

BELIEVERS ARE SALT AND LIGHT

3"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt should lose its taste, how can
it be made salty? It's no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and
trampled under people’s feet.

14“You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be hid-
den." No onelights alamp and puts it under a basket, but rather on alamp-
stand, and it gives light for all who are in the house. ' In the same way, let
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father in heaven.

CHRIST FULFILLS THE LAW

7*Don't think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets.Idid not come
to abolish but to fulfill. *® For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not the smallest letter or one stroke of a letter will pass away from
thelaw until all things are accomplished. * Therefore, whoever breaks one
of the least of these commands and teaches others to do the same will be
called leastin the kingdom of heaven. But whoever does and teaches these
commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 2°For I tell you,
unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you
will never get into the kingdom of heaven.

MURDER BEGINS IN THE HEART

2"You have heard that it was said to our ancestors, Do not murder, and who-
ever murders will be subject to judgment. 22 But I tell you, everyone who is
angry with his brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Whoever insults
his brother or sister, will be subject to the court. Whoever says, ‘You fool!’
will be subject to hellfire. 23 So if you are offering your gift on the altar, and
there you remember that your brother or sister has something against you,
24]eave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled with
your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 2 Reach a settle-
ment quickly with your adversary while you're on the way with him to the
court, or your adversary will hand you over to the judge, and the judge to
the officer, and you will be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will
never get out of there until you have paid the last penny.

ADULTERY BEGINS IN THE HEART

27"You have heard that it was said, Do not commit adultery. 22 ButI tell you,
everyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery
with her in his heart. 22 If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and
throw itaway. Foritis better that you lose one of the parts of your body than
for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 3° And if your right hand caus-
esyou to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of
the parts of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.

DIVORCE PRACTICES CENSURED

31Tt was also said, Whoever divorces his wife must give her a written
notice of divorce. 32But I tell you, everyone who divorces his wife, except
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in a case of sexual immorality, causes her to commit adultery. And whoev-
er marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

TELL THE TRUTH

3“Again, you have heard that it was said to our ancestors, You must not
break your oath, but you must keep your oaths to the Lord. 3*But I tell
you, don't take an oath at all: either by heaven, because it is God's throne;
35 or by the earth, because it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, because it is
the city of the great King. 3 Do not swear by your head, because you cannot
make a single hair white or black. ¥ But let your ‘yes’' mean ‘yes,’ and your
‘no’ mean ‘no.’ Anything more than this is from the evil one.

GO THE SECOND MILE

38"“You have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.
3 ButItell you, don't resist an evildoer. On the contrary, if anyone slaps you
on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. ° As for the one who wants
to sue you and take away your shirt, let him have your coat as well. 4 And if
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two. 2 Give to the one who
asksyou, and don't turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.

LOVE YOUR ENEMIES

4“You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your en-
emy. “But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, %% so that you may be children of your Father in heaven. For he caus-
es his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous
and the unrighteous. “¢ For if you love those who love you, what reward will
you have? Don't even the tax collectors do the same? ¥’ And if you greet only
your brothers and sisters, what are you doing out of the ordinary? Don't
even the Gentiles do the same? “¢ Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly
Father is perfect.

HOW TO GIVE

6 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be
seenby them. Otherwise, you have no reward with your Fatherin heaven.
2Sowhenever you give to the poor, don't sound a trumpet before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be applauded by peo-
ple. Truly I tell you, they have their reward. 3 But when you give to the poor,
don't let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, #so that your
giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

HOW TO PRAY

5“Whenever you pray, you must notbelike the hypocrites, because they love
to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by
people. Truly I tell you, they have their reward. ¢ But when you pray, go into
your private room, shut your door, and pray to your Father who is in secret.
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” When you pray, don't
babble like the Gentiles, since they imagine they'll be heard for their many
words.® Don't be like them, because your Father knows the things you need
before you ask him.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

9“Therefore, you should pray like this:
Our Father in heaven,
your name be honored as holy.
1© Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
on earth asitis in heaven.
" Give us today our daily bread.
2. And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
B And do not bring us into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.



